
“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.” -Nelson Mandela
Course: 
Honors English 10 

Instructor: 
Ms. Meghan Stetka 

Room: 

F202

Contact:    
You may reach me via e-mail at stetka.meghan@cusd80.com
Tutoring: 

Tutoring is available Wednesdays after school. Additional times may be scheduled by appointment.

Course Description:



Honors English 10 is a rigorous and challenging course that is designed to prepare students for enrollment into AP English their junior year. Higher-level critical thinking skills will be utilized in preparation for their transition. The multi-disciplined class serves several purposes: to prepare students for vocational and/or collegiate opportunities after high school; to prepare students for college entrance exams; to prepare students for the Az Merit test; and to strengthen their existing education. Reading and writing components are a part of the curriculum that will be heavily emphasized. Students will also engage in four outside reading novels over the course of the year. 

Upon completion of this course students should possess:

· A stronger use of college-level vocabulary used appropriately and effectively 

· The ability to use a variety of sentence structures

· The ability to use logical organization, enhanced by specific detail (included within essay writing)

· The ability to understand various uses of literary analysis, such as mood and tone, figurative language; symbolism, point of view, and character development

· The ability to create and sustain arguments based on readings, research, and/or personal experience

· The ability to research an author’s body of work critically and report your findings in a formal structure according to the Modern Language Association (MLA)

· The ability to analyze different genres of material ranging from poetry, short stories, drama, novels and non-fiction

· The ability to move effectively through the stages of the writing process, with careful attention to inquiry and research, drafting, revising, editing, and review

· The ability to avoid plagiarism.

Required Materials:

· A folder to be used exclusively for English to keep English papers organized. 

· Paper 

· Pens: (For most assignments, black or blue. HOWEVER, a red pen (or an unusual color is required for revision and editing purposes)

· Pencils: Students should also have either a mechanical or standard pencil for Scantron tests, drafts, etc.
· Reading Materials: current novel/play or your choice 

· Flash drive 

· Turnitin.com account 

RESEARCH PROJECT

This is your chance.  To learn about something of YOUR choice.  To work toward a goal YOU create.  To help a cause with YOUR talents, gifts, skills.  All with the unpatrolled support of your English teacher. To summarize, the project has a different focus each year. 10th grade’s focus will include finding relevant articles on your topic, annotating these articles and writing a precis for each article. This will all be done during Quarter 2. 

Management Plan:


Grading: 

90%-100% 
= A

80%-89%   
= B

70%-79%   
= C

60%-69%   
= D

0%-59% 

= F

	English
	Honors 10

	Practice
	25%

	Writing
	40%

	Assessments
	35%


TARDIES

A tardy is defined as not being in your seat ready to go when the bell rings.  The consequences for tardies are as follows:

· 1-2 tardies = verbal reminder of tardy policy from the teacher. 

· 3 tardies = parent phone call.
· 4 or more tardies = referral to administration and further disciplinary action 

HOMEWORK, LATE WORK, AND MAKE-UP WORK

· Homework: Assignments will be due on their due date.  Excuses such as “my printer broke” are unacceptable.

· Late Work:  Late work will lose 25% per day.
· Excused absences: You have as many days to make up work for an excused absence as days missed.  All major projects and essays must be turned in on the given due date whether absent or not (due dates are given well in advance). Make-up work for each day will be available upon request, and most often on my teacher webpage. Test make-up must be arranged with the teacher immediately after missing a test!!!  

· Unexcused absences: Unexcused work will receive no credit. 
PHONE POLICY: 

There will be times throughout the school year that students will use their phones in class to enrich instruction. However, when we are not using phones for instruction, students should keep their phones/headphones in their bags and out of sight. If phones are out at a time when they shouldn’t be, I will take them for the remainder of the class period.

Movies

The following movies may be shown throughout the year to align with the curriculum:
· Of Mice and Men (PG-13)
· The Book Thief (PG-13)

· Young Frankenstein (PG)

Cheating and Plagiarism:
Cheating and plagiarism should not exist in my/your English class. For your first offense I will call home and administration will be informed. On your second offence, administration will determine the appropriate consequence. 

Description of parent availability/ access to grades:

Parents can access their child’s grades and assignments through Infinite Campus. Weekly lesson plans and assignments can be accessed by going to teacher webpage.
Diversity Statement::

All individuals have a right to an educational environment free from bias, prejudice and bigotry.  As members of the Basha High School educational community, students are expected to refrain from participating in acts of harassment that are designed to demean another student’s race, gender, ethnicity, religious preference, disability or sexual orientation.

General Classroom Management/Class Rules:



Basha High School teachers are charged with providing the best education possible, not only to meet Arizona state standards, but also provide students with an opportunity to make an educated decision on their future. In order to achieve that end, the classroom environment must be fair and equitable for all students.  All of the policies that you are about to read about are based upon district and school guidelines.  The information can be summed up into five basic expectations listed below and posted in the classroom:

1. Be on Time

2. Come Prepared

3. Engage in Learning (participate)

4. Open Your Mind
5. Be Respectful
Classroom Environment

· Be respectful of yourself, your classmates, and me—your teacher.  
· No food or drink. Water is okay. 

· No lewd, crude, socially unacceptable language, name-calling, or profanity, roaming the classroom, or disruptive behavior.

· Follow the BHS Dress Code. 
· Defacing school property, such as desks, books, or walls will not be tolerated.  Let’s make this room something WE can be proud of!
There are three steps that I will take if a student is disrupting the learning of others in our classroom.

· FIRST OFFENSE: Speak with you directly or assign detention – depending on the situation.

· SECOND OFFENSE: Email/Call your parents/guardians to discuss the situation and a referral to the office.
· FURTHER OFFENSE: Refer you to your administrator with a referral and discuss the situation with the administration
PLAGIARISM

One HUGE misconception that students have is that rewriting something is not plagiarism, because they are "putting it in their own words."  Well, if the source is not officially acknowledged, IT IS PLAGIARISM.   Copying and pasting actually accounts for only a small percentage of plagiarism.  The majority of plagiarism is a result of text manipulation.  The accessibility of the Internet makes plagiarism very tempting, and unintentional plagiarism springs from this as well.  Simply stated, plagiarism is using someone's work without giving the appropriate credit.  This can mean several things...
1. Copying and pasting text from online media or web site is plagiarism.
2. Transcribing text from any printed material, such as books, magazines, encyclopedias or newspapers, is plagiarism.
3. Simply modifying text from any of the above sources is plagiarism. For example, replacing a few select words using a Thesaurus does not constitute original work.
4. Using photographs, video or audio without permission or acknowledgment is plagiarism.
5. You may use such a photographic, video or audio source with or in a paper or multimedia presentation that you create, as long as you do not profit from it or use it for any purpose other than the original assignment.  You must include the source in your bibliography.
6. Using another student's work and claiming it as your own, even with permission, is academically unethical and is treated as plagiarism.  
7. Acquiring work from commercial sources is academically unethical and is treated as plagiarism.
8. Translation from one language to another is not using your own words.  
9. Using an essay that you wrote for another class/another is SELF-PLAGIARISM and is basis for consequence or penalty.  I am sure this seems ridiculous to some of you, but that is how it is. You may use your previous work as a basis for new research of course, but include the original work in your bibliography.
Student’s and Parent’s (s’) Signatures/E-Mail Addresses

Student’s and Parent’s (s’) Signatures/E-Mail Addresses
To acknowledge that you and your parents have read and discussed the information on the Honors English 10 Required course syllabus and 

(1) Understand that student, parents, and staff are working for the best outcome,

(2) Understand that make-up work will be allowed for validated/excused absences only

(3) You give your permission to watch the above movies

Please return your signed syllabus to Ms. Stetka by Wednesday, July 24th.
	Student’s name: ___________________________Student’s signature: ____________________________ Date ______ 

E-Mail address  (Please be Clear Here):  __________________________________________________ 

Cell (Optional): _____________________________________________

Parents Printed Name(s) : ______________________________________________________________

Parent’s (s’) signature(s): _______________________________________   Date ____________________________

Parent’s (s’) signature(s): _______________________________________   Date _____________________________

Phone(s) #:________________________________________________________________

E-Mail address (Please be Clear Here):  ______________________________________



